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To the Reader. 


Hat Mes eng hi to te of a publick Spirit is a Truth granted Ly 
I> all; for eventhe light of Na ure doth evinceit Hoace the 
| Heathen Orator could ſay, That we are not born for our 
. (clves, and it was a great Speech in bim when be 5, ofeſſed, Ne | 
immortalitatem quidem contra Rempublicam acciperem. Right Ri 
teacbeth that the more common any good is, the better it is. Hence the firſt be- | 
ing is the chief good, becauſe be is the moſt Common, yes, 4. uni verſal good. ö 
here fore they th i are of tbe mo pablie 4 pi-it, a .d whoſe practices it ac- 
cording ly, muſt be acenowledged to be most liks the bleſſed God, who doth 
good unto all, and mos like unto leſus Coriſt who went abour doing good. 
A. d as ſuch are now lizeft unto bim in reſpe@ of grace; fo in that bleſſed 
day which is commz (and which the Lord hajten) wbes what ever Service 
bath been dane in fineerity for God or for bis people , ſhall r:ceive a full re- 
ward; they will ce moß lik: unto him in reſpect of eternal Glory, /t is 
Intinite mercy to le an laſtcu nent of treliaſt good; How ereat cauſe then _ 
have they to a4mire free grace, wnto whom be Lord hath given to be uſeful 
wrto may, ſiace al ſuch ſhall at that day ſh ne as the Stars for ever and 
ever? That Serviceablenels which is treated! on i » the following diſconr ſe is 
indeed the duty of every Coriflian, but more emjagatly of ſome, viz. ſuch as 
are providentially put in o any public Capacity. It was A Titie of Honour 


tothe Knys of the G ntiles to b · called ivipjera yea, they ufd to male 
tbem thei K nzr who aIbees BerefaQtors, 4 few men in pu-lick zl Wh | 
in lued with much of a pu lice Spiri-,m1v preſe ve a whole Lan i fro Ain, 
Jerzy t. Ezek 22.80. It 5:cometh 4 Dvd 7: eth vt to ſerve his Ge. 
meratian accerdi ig to the will of God. Neben as to ſe. tb⸗ welfare of the 
c bia en of Iſrs:l, A M>:decii t tee meal of bis p: ple, x. paul 
not to [eek bir own 70 jit hat br profit of many, tha they might be ſaved. ard 
to bavs the Care of alte Coches coming upon bin da ly; And 4 Tiimne- 
thy watura!ly t care for the tate of God: Cc. Fo likewiſe a publ.ch 
Spiri is in ſome degree th: diiauument of every 016 that hath an heart after 
Gods owa heatt All th; Childionof Abraham ar, uot on bleſſed, but 
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; | To the Reader | 

made ble ſfing to ot heri. The godly wife of Phineas, thouyb ove in « private 
Cap.city only, yet bad le arnta de preſerve the gicrysf God ale vet ber on 
great: Comforts, and Concernments tuthis World. But there are very 
few ibat artain 61 Spirit in bat degree, and meaſure which David lad, 
4 which 15 jet before ws upent whom the Ends of the World are Come, for ur 
init ain. A bleſſed man lately amougf us, ſaid well, bat Chr ii ian: 
Poul be ike wniotbat we thy Prixce, who when be h. bus eng breath te 
araw ſpent baif of it for the people, crying as be fell down ſlain in the Lords 
Cauſe, O my God have comp. ii on vn my Soul, and on this poor peo- 
ple. but how rave are ſuch Spirit, d er ſuch as Luther's num notks ug 
cawid content but tobe a ſervant of the Chur.b. His life wa: not dear 10 

bim co pa, atis ein ta the Churches proſperity. Modò nie moricnte flo- 

rent Eccleſia. Alas now of eve / wer ay take wp tbe Apofiie; complaint, 

Phul.2 21. For all ſeek their own, not the things which are J. ſus Chriſts. 
Wie bave ganſ: to lament over is with tears of blood (were thai p be wha? 
there 1 ſo much of a jelfiſh }Yit ate O piril prevailing „ ſo Itttle of the centre 


. Ons ſpeakerb weightily tn ay .-Many ſerk themſelves ſo much 


while they live, that it is Oy be feared that they will looſe themi.lves: for 
ever when they dye. { onſidering - then we are fallen into a ſelf- 


ſeeking Generation, the enſuing diſ 0w7rſe wa word fi y ſpriaen; where 


our Re erend andbcleved B, o her, bath mazifcfted bis Fauthfueſs to tbe 
Lords truth and Cauſe. And a] bis medeſty and bumiuy would 
net ſuff er him to be active in ex; oSng wha: be had pr ac bea on a, vlen.n Uocd- 
on, usto furtber publication by be Frs.Jet we doubt not bat that be bath by 
gelding to the Importunitg of other: there in, dune the: which wil be, a der- 
vice for God, and to many of the preſcnt yca and of luccecding Ge- 
neratiens. That ſo it lt be is the hearty ac fie, aad Prayer, of thy 


Servants for Jeſus ſake, | N 
| „„ Thomas IM allo. 
Thomas Thacher. 
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| ACT. 13. 36. | - 
For David, after he had ſerved his own Ce- 


neration by the Mill of God fell on ſleep, & 
was laid unto his Fathers, & ſaw Corruption. 


ge theſe be ge which are the words of P av) we are pre- 
ſented with theſe fivc things. | 
? 1 The Life of D:wid, a man after God; own beart, and fi:- 
ted thereby to be a pattern and Example te the Set vants of 
er eAgerand Generations. 


h: fell aſleep. | 

3. The Burial of David, be nat laid to bi. Fathers 4 

4. The Effect of bis Death and Burial, heſ@» Corruprien. | k 
FJ. A cenvincing Argument hence to prove that thofe words inPſal,10, 
| xo, were ſpoken of Chtiſt and properly to be applyed unto him and aot 
to David; Eor David [aw Corrup: 10, but Chriſt ſaw wo (orroptiom here, 
ver. 37. Therefore that Holy One te, or concerning whom that premile, 

j wer. 35. was made, was Chriſt. | : 

In the fiſt of theſe, (which may be the Subject of the preſent diſ- N : 
courſe) we have, (1) a /fefapberiva} F xpreſſion of Davids Life, un- i 5 
der the Term of Seryice, David though a King yet he was a Setvast, 3 "| 
which req res Diligence and Faithtuineſs, aud is attended. with many i & 
Exerciſes ot Patience. (2) The Subject of his Sei vice, bu own Genera- ; 
tien, tb ſe that were his Contemporaries, that lived in the fame Age and 
: Generation with himſelf. (3) Ihe Rule whereby he ſerved bis Genera- 
tiob, (/ thc will of, God; not by his own will, not by the will of bin S ce 
tion, not by his own will although he was 4 Kiog, not by the will of be 

encr19'104 although he. was a Servant, he was not ſuch 3 King as to fervs*” + ._ + 
ahem by his owa will, nor ſuch a Servant as to Scrve them by the ir will. „ 
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| Davidin tis ſerviag hi. Ceeratios may be conſidered and loe kt upon, 
(„) Ass private Chriftizn, a3 a godly man. (2) As @ mas in publick 
Nice, (8) A8 2 Prophet, for ſo he was n man endowed with abundance 
of the Spirit, & hereby he was an Infirument of publiſhing the mind of 
God for rhe good of his Church, not only in that Age but in after Ages 
ofth: Wo:l1d. (2) As a King, the Poltical bead of If ac, now under 


9 


all theſe Relatioas David (erved bi; Genet ation, and ſerved them by be 
will of God. 

| DoCt. Tho life of a Chrifian, gſpecially of ſuch ov are in p1biick 
place ou h; to be a Serving of dbeir Generation, and to be ruled therein by ibe 
wil ef G: Every Chriſtian as he hath a God to Serve, ſo he bath a Ge- 
neration to Serve, in ſerving of which be Serves Ged, every Chriftian 
ſhould ſo live as that his Generation may be the Letter for him. 

la the Doctrinal proſecution of this point, I ſhall ſhow, (1) Wherc- 


ia this ſeryiee of out Generation doth conſiſt? (2) Why a Chriſtians 
life muſt be ſpcnt in the ſervice of bis Gene# ation? and (3) Why by tbe 


will of God? | 
; *Qusſt. 1. Phat is it for a Chriftian to ſer ve his Oeneration according to 
the will of God? | 

| Anſw. There is comprehended and implycd in it, 1. Tha Chrifians 


| |! ſbouldbe men of publick Spirits, it is requikte that every Chriſtian ſheuld 
be ſo, efpecially publick perſont, they Muſt not be of private Spirits, not 
| cexrerin au private [ntereſt, 4 private Spicit is an un-Chriſt- lik: un- 
; Chriſtizn Spirit, to look only on out own things, te be of « private Spi- 
; ritis more Cais lite, Gen 4 9. then Chriſt-like, Pbil 2.4, f. Let tbe ſame 


miu de in you that was 1» Cbriſt, that we be not ſuch as Paul complaing 
of vr. 21. that [ech our own thinzs, David had this publick Spirit, P/ al. 


COR At a 


. 


122.9. Iv il ſesk thy good, this alſo was Nebemiabs frame, Cf. 2 10. 
be ſeug t he welfare of Iſracl, and Ado drees's, Eſther 10.3. be ſought the 
; wealth of hu people, andſpoke prace ra all bit Seed, 


2. lt I -plirr alſo a love of our Gerat on, our Generation mult lie 


near enr Heart, there is a du; y of love that we owe to our whole Generg. 


tio, to cy-:ry man ie it, a bond, a tye that every Chriſtian hath t pon 
him te all the Me:nbe's of 3i, Cesrat. on however Circumſtanced, {ume 
with a leve of compaſſion othe:s wich aleve ol complacency, herein con- 
67s the Strcagih and Sine ns of our Generation-Service, this duth 10, flu- 
- ence an i anime all, Gel. 5. j. by love ſerve one eher, 7(®).122 6. 
1 proſper ths; beve tose. 5 5 L. 4 
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3. A Soflicitons care to de what may be dove fer the good of or Gewers 
tien, a caſting in cur minds what we may do whereby we may be moſt 
ſetv ice able to our Generation, by what means we may do the moſt and 
beſt goss for our Generation, what that Service is, our Generation 

. ſtands in need of, by attendance whereunts we way promote their good, 

Can. 8 8. wht ba we do for our ſiſerꝰ à ſollicitons queſties, ſo we mult 
be ſaying, what ſhall we do for our Generation ? 5 
4. A ſolemt and ſerious poudering and we. bing the pate of our Genera · 
tion, Chriſtians muſt ſtudy their Generation, Fed. 20. 4. Let us conſe- 
der one another. | , 

1. Study tbeevils of our Generation; there is a two fold evil that every 
Generation of Profeflours is ordinarily tainted with, (x) Pradical, es 
every Generation of fellen mankinde is under the prevailing power of 
fin, ſo there are ſome fins that are the ſpecial prevailing fins of ſuch a Ge- 
neration; I, a in the wilderneſs hed ſpecial fins incident to that Gene- 
ration, unbelicf, tempting of God, mu maring againſt bim and his Ser- 
vants, were the provoking tins of that Generation, wherewith they 
grieved God forty years, Fſs! 95.10. in Canaan there were other ſins, 

. when they had pleaty and abundance (f all outward Comforts and bleſ- 
ſings then they were lifted up, and kick d againſt God ard forgate him, 
Deut. 2. 14 15. So mind the evi's of cur Generation as to withſtand 
them. (2.) Pedal evils, the etreurs of car Generation, D. rina. 

' evils as well as Frattical have been from Genetation to Generation in 
the Church ef Chriſt, and among a prefciſing People, Rev. 2. 14, 1 f. in 

the Church of Pergewns were the Nicolaitan:, and in the Church of Ce- 
rintb ſome denyed the ReſurreRien, 1 Cor. 15. there muſt be an oppo» 
ſing and withſtanding ot theſe evils, Contend for the Faith, Jude 3. 8 
2. Steady whit i: the work of our Gearration ; Every Generation hath 
a common work and ſomething proper, ſome ſpecial Service to do for 
God; M. ſei was to bring Iſrael out of Egypt, fobus to poſſeſs them of 
the promiled Land, fomc are te lay the Foundation for Ged nd others 
te build (thereupen; David: work was to ſettle the Arkin Zion undes 
Curtains, and Solos zus to build a Temple for it. | EN. 
5. The faithful Imp owement of aft the Talent: God bath beeru ſſed 
u with for the yo. d of aur generation, lo did David; ſome have one Te- 
lent, ſome two, ſome five, and they are all to be laid oui for ti ez009 of 
our Generation, Particularly, ( 1. ) Onr Intereſt in God, to plead with 
| A 2 5 „„ 
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| Pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem. ( 2.) Onr Iutereſt in mer, which is a 


( 4-) | 

God for me; cy for our Generation, to divert and iurn away the wrath of 
G34, te ſtand ip the gip, to wreſtle with God for them, //:1.122 6. 
Tilen:, and ought to be improved faithfully for their good, in labouring 
to reduce them from any evil way, & c. Eher 4.14. (3.) Oer gracer,by 
endt avouting to ſeaſon our Generation therewith. (4. ) Cur paris 
and gift, either natural ot acquired, wiſdowe, & c. { F. ) Our Eftates, 
by heing willing to expend them in promoting any publick good either 
of Church or Common- wealth, when God cas for them, Prev. 3. 9. 

( 6, ) Onrplaces of Antbority that we arc betruſted withal. 

Qaeſt. 2. Why muſt a Chriſtians Life be the Service of bi; generation? 

Reaſ. 1. Becanſe ſuch s Life a Cbrijt-hke Life, Chriſt Jeſus came. 
into the world to ſave and to ſerve the world, we ſhall herein write after 
the highcſ and pureſt Copy, Matb. 20. 2 f. no Servant of his Generation 
lixe hi n, ao Servics like his, none ever ſei ved themfelyes leſs then Chriſt 
did, nor their Generation more, he ſpent his Life and la id down his Life, 
(though not fer that Generation only, yet) in the Service of his Genera- 
tion, Chriſts Life was Ex :mplary unto us. 

Reaſ. 2. Becauſe me are Debtors to our Centration. 1. Becauſe God 
hath commanded us 80 ſerve one another, Gal. 5. 13. it is a general Ca- 
non; two debts we owe te our Generatien, the debt of love, and the 
debt of Service, by vertu: of Gods Command, Nom. 1.14. 

2. Publiek perſons ate under a ſpecial Ollig ation and Bend of Service, 
the Latine word, officium, ſiga fies both office and duty, and they have 
more Serviet from their Generation then others, and thereforc owe 
more Service to their Generation, Eccle. 3.9. 
3. We are all ſerved by our generation, the great God of Heaven and 
Earth hazh in his Infinite wiſdome ſo diſpoſed of things in the woild, that 
as the whole Univerſe hath a dependence upon him, ſe alſo ſome depen- 
dance one upon another, as we cannot live witkcut God, ſe ncither with 
cut one another. 

4. Our generatios is our Mafters Family, God is the Father and 
Maſter of the great Family in Heaven and Earth, and in the faithful ſer- 
ying our Generation we ſerve the God of our Generative, as tte Ste- 
ward of a great mas in ſerviug his Aſefters Family according to his will, 
ſer des his Maſter. | 5 


. Wthuve many near Relations wit bin tbe compaſs of cur gener c.. on. 


CEL 
Pfal. 122. 8. For my Bretlien and Companions ſake, I will ſay, Prace be 
within thee. pe = 
Reaſ. 3. Ourow? 7004 it rrapp:d up in the good of our Generate. : 
the better it fares with our Generation, the beiter will it fare with us, if 
our Generation be happy, p:oſperons, holy, &c. it will be well with vs, 
ſo with Ifracl in B abilon, they muſt ſeek Bab.l; pz2ce and proſperity, 
for therein they ſought their own, Per. 2g 7. | 
Qu. 3. Why muſt Cbriſtians in ſerving tbeir Generation be uled by ibe 
willof God, and not by the will of their genera ion, nor by their own vi 
In Anſwer hereunto, I (hall firſt ſpeak ſomething to the Negative in 
thoſe ewo things mentioned. * 
1.. The will of bur Generation miſt 1.0t be the Rule of our Ser vice. 
Rtaſ. 1. Becauſe fometimes our Generatisn is exceeding yile, very 
oot rupt and fioful, ir is the portion of S1ints to live in an evil Generatien, 
Deut. 32,5.4 perverſe and crooked Generation, ver. 20. 4 fro ward and 
{aithleſi Generation, judg. 2. 10. « Generation which know wot the Lord, 
Pſal.78.B. „ Fubhorn and rebellious Generation that ſet not their Hears 
arię bt, vſal 95. 10. M Gimeration that erre in their Hearts, Mat. 3. 4 
Generation of Vipers, Mark 8.38. an Adalte/oxs and Sinfal Genera- 
tion, Act. 2.40 an uniowa d Generation, | | 
Reaſ. 2. The beſt Generation is ordinarily « divided Generation, a 
mixed Generation, like thoſe in the confuſed Aﬀembly ar Epbeſus, Act. 
19. 32. ſome ery one thing and ſome another, ſome ate for God, and 


- 


4 


ſome arc for Baal, whence it is impoſlivle to ferve our Generation e- 


cording to their will, it is more poſſible to pleale God then to pleaſe our 
Generation. N ; 
Rea. 3. Becaaſe our Generation is changeable, they may cry H. 
ſamns to day, and crucific Chift ſoon after, as they change often ia their 
Fafhions, {Fla Religion-; Luk. 4 22. they admire his gracious) words, 
ver. 28,2 9. they arc file&with wrath and would kill him pre ſenily, ey. 
2.;6. why gadaeft thou about ſo much ts change th, way+ ver,11., My 
People have c:anged their glory, & c. Iſai. u. 5. they bav: changed 1e 
O/dinance, Ge. ü | : 
2. Our ow: w'll mu}? not ve th? Rule of eur ſervice. | 
R. 1. B; cauſe ve are ni! ſubordiaate to God, even the greateſt Mo- 
vurch in the \V citb:s,tac higneſt rank of men is ſubordinate to a higher 
power; God 4llzwsoe Map upon Earth ts rule by higowa Will, it is 
| I „„ N * Gods 
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Gods peculiar preregative, who is Lord of Lurds aud R. ng of Kings, 
tie n Potentate, the Prince of the Kings of the Earth, Rev. 17. 14. 
1 Fim 6 15 Rev. 1.5. If Chriſt ſay, net my Wil but thy Wil: be done, 
214t. 36. 39, much more we. . 


K. 2. DBecauſe the Will of Man is naturally very corrupt, and ſin- 


ſul, yea even the beſt of men have a corrupt will within them, they have a 
Wal and a will. . 
&ut the Wilof God muſt be the Rule; : 

R. 1. Bec-u'e Ged is our dovereign, our Supreme King, Lord and Ma- 
fer ; Chriſt teacheth us to pray, that bis IVillmay be den by u, Mat. 
6. 9 For thine ii the Kingaome, Power and Glory, ver.13, 

R. 2. Gods Well is a compleat and perfect Rule of Righteouſncls. 
. This way of Obedience to the Will ef God is the way of 
the Blcfſing and Proſperity of our generation. | | 
Uſe I. For Inſtradtion: . Hence learn, that the life of a Chri- 
lian is very laborieus and painſul, eſpecially of thoſe in gublick place. 

2. The highcſt place among mea is a ſervice, theſe in higheſt place 
are but Servants to others, ſuch as have the greateſt Dignity have the 
gceateſt Duty. | 

3. Tuch whoſe life is a Service, a laborious Service, they may expeRt 
their death to be « comfortable ſleep, a quiet ſleep after a hard ſervice 
is very cemfertablc, to /{cep in /eſus is a ſweet thing, 1 Theſ. 4.14. 

Uſe II. For Rgprebenſion, 1. Of fuck az ate altogether ef a private 


$pi.if, minde themſelves and their own Interefts, bur care not w at be- 


comes of their Generation. 

2. Such as are unprofitable, uſeleſs ones, meer Drones, idle perſons dy 
whom their Generation hath no benefit. | Ee 

3. Such as pull down tbe diſpleaſure and wrath of God by their Sins 
upon their Generation. 

Uſe III. Fo- E£xbortaticn, thus to ſerve cur Generation according 10 
tbe will Ge, mind this Duty, we have a Generation to Serve, and Ser- 
vice to do for ourGeoveration, let us therefore in Gods name be exhorted 
ſo to live that our generation may fare the better for us; we have a ſer 
time of Se rviee, and but x ſhort time to do Service in, ard a great acccunt 
to give to cur Maſter and the Mafter of our Generation ; and conſider we 
were ſerved by our Generation before we could hr, ou» Generation. 

I ſhall direct this Exhortetien, 1. To all in General, 2. To 5g 

| | , inat 


' proſperity come and ge together, 7/1 122.7. Peace be withi 


| Bo | 

that have the poxer of E:e@i01intheir hands. 3 To thoſe that have the 
Legiſtativ: power: 4. 18 the Maniſtiy. 5. To To thofe whom God and 
his people ſhall chooſe to guide us this ſollou ing year. 

1. To all in general, mind theſe following Directions. 

1. Endeayour with all your might after godlineſs and holineſs, and 
theſe that are ſanCified and holy ones, labour to be mare holy then you 
are, the more holy and godly onts, the better it is lor the generation, 
Pſal. 14.5. God is in the gꝛneraties of the rightcous, God bleſſed the 
Family of Pot. pbar for /ojepis ſake, Gen 59.5. ardit.chouitof- Laban 
for Jacob ſake, and Chap. 30. 27, 39. Prov. 14; i. Every wiſe woman 
buildeth ber heuſe bat the. feoliſn plucketh it doan wi hh ber baut, 
Zecleſ. g. ult. one fSyrer deſtrepeth much god; Numb. 32 14. gr are ri- 
ſen up in your Fathers ſtead an increaſe of ſinful min to augment the fierce 


anger of Gu, the more wickedneſs and wicked men in a generation, the 


more wrath againſt that generation, ſo evil may a generation of Proſcſ- 
ſours be that Moſes and Aaron, and famuil, yea, Noab, Daniel, and Job 
cannot ſtay Gods anger from them; ler. 151. FN 14. 14, 16,12 (Ve- 
ry ſinner contributes to the anger of God, oh then let all ſinners be pet ſw a- 


ded to turn from the evil ef your wayes, elſe your generation will have 


cauſc te cry to Heaven againſt you. 
2. Labeut to improve your Piety in feryent Supplications for the 


good of your geaeration, be prayer-ful fer your generation, wreſtle with 


the Lord for them, pray et brings in rich bleſſings, it opens the flood gates 
of mercy, to let in mercy, and te keep it in, it ſhuts out wiath and keeps 
it out, we have had in New-England tbe great mercy of a praying peo- 
ple, a Generation of mi; bty wrefflers with Ged, that have flood in the ap, 
that have kept out Judgements, that have pulled in metcies, oh let uot 
yeut praying hands fall, H ft up the feeble band, EROd. 15. 11, 12. one pray- 
ing A)ſes did Iſcael more Service then all the fighting men of l/rgel ; 
i Aoſes lift up bis bands Iſracl prevailed, wven be let doam bis bands 


Amalek orewailz4, by this Spirit of Piayer al! may help forward 5 


work of God in their generatien. | 

3. De pearrable, 1 Theſ,5.18. be at prace among your ſelves, peace and 
| by 
Walls and Pro ycrity within toy Palaces, Lease b: with you, was the di- 
nary Salutatie1 ef che Jewes, be not Factieus, nor do ers of diſcord 


among Brubren, Prov. 6. 1619. Bleffed are th; Peace mars, Math. 5 9. 


F | whcie 


| 
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| whetc Peace is, God is, it is therefore calle] tis Peace of God, Col. 3. ry. 
and he is called ihe God of Peace,” 1 Theſ. 5. 23. Heb. 13 20. the God of 


Peace and love dwe'is with them and in them that ate at peace ene with 
another, 2 Cor. 3 11. grace and peace go together, 2 Pet. 1. 2. all 
* flow in hereupon, Pſal. j 3. God rules in union, Satan in Divi- 
10. | 
& 4, Obſcrve order, True Goſpel Peace is the calmnefs of order, this 
v/: be the e:n'y,glery,Strengrh and Safety of a generation, God is a God 
„ Order, 1 Cer,1433 let us every one ſtand and move in our proper 
place; while [;ra:t1s in order in their Tents, neither man nor Devil can 
kurt them, there is nodivination nor Inchantment againſt them, Numb. 
24.5. with Ch. 23. 22. Keep your Ranks and Files that the Enemy 


break not in, and put you to the Rout; if you be famous in the Congre- 


gatipn and men of Renown, Namb.16.2, 3. yet be not Seditious and 
Rebc!'10ns againſt God, againſt Moſes and Aaron, left God mak. you 
famous or rather infamous by his Jadgements upon you. | 
5. Do what you can te promote the Efficacy of the Gofpel, if you be 
Enemies tothe Goſpel, you will be found Enemies to your generation, 
and if fo you be, we ſhall be neceſſitated to pray againſt you, Can. 2. 15. 
Tale us the Foxet, &c. tate ut, or from us : Be our fellow labourers, hin- 
der hot the ſucceſs ol the Goſpel by throwing calamnics and Slauders on 
the Uiſpenſers thereof. | „„ | 
6. Bcar up the heads, and ſtrengthen the hands and hearts of thoſe 
that are godiy, ef; pecially ſuch whom God hath called to ſpecial Service 
for their generation,” Zech. 12.5. the Governours of Judah fball ſay is 
their leart, the /nhab.tants of Jeruſalem ſhall be my ſtrength, &c. EN 


5 


10:4. Ariſe, &c. we alſo nil le with ther. 85 


7. Be carcli:' to build up the Churches of Chriſt, the houſe of God, 


it's cettais the work of cur genetation is te carry on Temple-work, out 


Fathers have laid the Foundation, and left the carrying on of the Super- 
Hure unto ns, let not the work of Gods houſe be neꝑlected, Pſal 24. , 
774 5.1,2. and s 14. they proſpered threugh the prophecying of 
at and Z bi iat; d not gull down the touſe of God, be not a 
Fs n T p:rs to eat out your Mothcrs bowels, 

I. To thoſe that have po wer of Choice this Day, Serve your genera- 
tis hy the w //of God in it, it is high fayour, a rich cy of Cod that 
we have free Choice, thst we have not ſuch impoicd on us as might do- 


minecce 


(9) 1 ] 
mineer and Tyrennize ever us, butrhet we may Annually elect eur Ru- 
lers, and though we have cauſe re meurn in the contideration of thoſe 
choice or ee eee ae God hath 8 3 and _ 
6 ſlecp in foſus, (and let t 6 vietly ) yet through the mercy o 
— we yy competent 2 be tharkfol te God for this mercy, 
and in Teſtimony of our thankſulneſs to God improve this priviledge ſor 
the good of our Generation; it's a great work we have to attend this day, 
and will be a goed ſerving of our Generation for the following year, if 
we be careful to elect ſuch as will ſer ve their Generation by the will of 
God: ( 1.) Some are eareleſs and heedleſs, mind not what they do in it, 
but let not us be ſlight and trivial in ſuch a work: Conſider the greatneſs 
of the work; we are to chooſe Guardian: to be ſecond Fathers to us not 
becauf- eur fsrff Father is dead, but becauſe he is in a farre Country, let us 
not Act as meer Child/en, bat as thoſe that have ſome wa ref .. 
what a benefit or detriment ſuch a choice may be to us: We are this day 
to make a new choice of Rulers, whem the Scripture ſometime calleth 
Gods, and therefore let us deſire that God would Rule us in our choice, 
and be careful to chooſe ſuch as my be Gods Repreſentatives to us, in 
whom and with whom God may be: We are now to lay Foundations, 
aud Foundations they will be either of publick Weal or Woe, Pſat. 11. 


Let us chooſe ſound Timber, fit Stones to lay in the Foundation, a ſmall er- 


rour in the Foundation will prove very deftruRtive to the building. We 
are this day putting a Sword into Mens hands, a Sword of Power, a 
Sword that will cur, it will either be offenſive or defenſive, Rom. 1 ;. 2,4. 


let ns beſo wiſe as to put thi: Sword into Wiſe Mens bands tbat may manage. - 
ight for ibe Glory of God and aur good: We are now to chooſe 


it 
Steers-men, Melms mes to ſteer the Courſe of the Baique of this Com- 
mon- wealth, let us be careſul therefore into whoſe hands we fut the 
Helm, although the Veſſel be ſmall yet the cherge is great and of great 
worth that is imbarqued in it; no leſs then our All lies upon this choice, 
even all our choiceſt things. (.) Some deſigne, only defign right, 
and God be with you, dt ſigu not the ſerving your own private ends 
and Intereſts, aCt not out- of defigne any ether wayes -then the 
Text lets before us; eye in our choice tboſe things which were in Devid 
our Prefident, arid are commended to us, Pſal.78. wit, Inteprity fe 
and ihilfulneſs of bands. *( 1.) Chooſe ſach as have ſincere hearts, that 
Mve true piety, hearts for God, real Chriſtians; Integer quaſs intattu),* 
an untoucht man, ® ſound man, a ſound whole man; chooſe ſuch as 
b ſoapy 


[ To |] | 
(ound inthe Faith, ſuch as hog'y,lnply ard uncortuptly aim at the Glo- 
ry of God and the Peaples good as their higheſt end, men of tiue and 
approved Godlineſs and Inteprity, Fideli:y to God and Religion, the 
more faithful men are to God the more faithſul we may expect them to 
be tous: Mind fe h eonnſcl to 01 te Exod. 18 21. ſuch as fear 
E od, cc. Hearts not ballanced with the fear of God will be byaſſed by 
private ends that will cauſe them to miſcart y. : 

2. Chocſc ſuch as have skilfulneſs and dexterity of hands; prudency 
of bis p ils, they navutt be men of skill and un derſtand ing in the times, 
as many of I ic bar were, 1 Chron, 12. 3 2. ſuch as may be able to work 
the Veſſel in Storms as well as in Calms; every Godly honeft-bearted 
man is not fit to be a Magiſtrate, though he mean well, yet for want 
of skill he may overthrow the Veſſel and (ink all!; and on the contrary; 
the more 8ilful any are, if not Gedly and u pright alſo they will be the 
more able to pervert Juſtice, ad turn ludgement into Gal and Worm- 
wood, Amos 6 12, Chooſe alſo Men of courage, and ſweet Spirited men, 
let tbe Vine and the Fig · tree have the firſt choice, let us never be put 
through their reſu al to, chooſe the Bramble to Rule over us. 

3. To thoſe that have the Legi//ative Power in their hands, you had 
need to be very careful in making Laws, the Laws are this Sword, Laws 
are ſtrong things and ſo they ought to be, ſee that you ſerve your Gene- 
ration according to Gods will, nat your own will, net the will of your 
Generation, diffcring from and contrary to the will of God; make La ws 
conſonant to the Scripture, make ſuch Laws as you need, neither be a- 
fraid nor aſhamed tocx-cute; Conſult with che Sacred Oracle, if you 
would be good State men, be good Scripture-men; Produce net the 
birth of your own Countels, but of the Counſel of God, it. is too much 
for any man to walk in his own Counſel, but much more make a Cor- 
potation and Body of Mea fo to do, or elſe to ſuffer for Mt ſo ding; 
we ate a ſu>o:dinate ſtate, as to the King of England lo to the King of 
Heaven, and we are bound not to make any Laws repugnant to the Laws 
' of England, much leſs muſt any Laws he made contrary to the Laws of 

Heaves, we have the Statute-book of the King of Heaven with us, let 
nothing be found in ours that is repugnant theteunto, Dewt.17.18,19 20 | 
The King himſelf wast'o write out a Copy of Gods Law, and act ac- 
cording to it, that he night profper, and ſo muſt all ſubordinate Rue. 
lets. 


— — — 
* . 
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4. To | 


( Ix ) 


#. To my Reverend Brethren and Fathers in the Migiſtry, I am leſs. 


then the leaſt of you, and ee to tive Counſe 332 yet he whoſe 
Servant I am and in whoſc Namel ſpeak is worthy of your attention; 
our Title beſpeaks us Servants not enly of God but ef eur Generation, 
and there is no ſervice of greater weight for the good of dur Generation 


then ours, therefore let us be very careful co do this fervice by the Will 


of God | 3 
„ . Aﬀect Piety more then Popularity, let us woe for Chriſt more 


then for our ſelves, Chriſt is the Bridegcoom, we are er ong bt te be the . 


Bridegroom: Fri wds, Joh. 3-29. bu was willing that his Diſciples ſhould 
de Chriſt, Diſciples and therefore he ſends them to him to be confirmed 
that be was the Chrift, Mat. 1 1. 2, 3. We fhall do little ſervice to Chriſt 


or te our Generation by endeavouring to eſpouſe them to any private : 


apprebenſion of our own, they will not be our Crown, and Glory, and 
Joy at the great Day; Pax/ warns the Elders of Epbeſu: to rake beedof 
ſpeaking perverſe things to dran Diſciples after them, AR. 20. 36, a Car. 
1. 3. his deſite is to eſpouſe them as a cbaſt Virgin to Cbriſt, Deut. 25. 
6. &c. the younger Brother was to raiſe Seed to his Elder Brother, and 
if not to be unſtiod, and to have his Face ſpit upon; out care mult be te 
bring forth a Generation for Chrift, 
a. Study Unity and Harmeny rather then Singularity, let the Pro- 
hets of the Lord be ſingular from the Prophets of Bal, but ler there 
* ſweet Unity and Harmony among our ſelves, let us ſee eye to eye, and 
lift up the voice tog ether, Iſai 32. 8. let us with one mind and moutb plorifie 
the Pa her of our Lo.d leſu, Rom. 15.5, 6. let us in all our Miniſterial 
Diſpenſations be Harmonions as the four Evangelift; were in writing 
the Life and Death MChriſt; and as the Apoſtles and Prophets that are 


under Chriſt the Foundation of the Church: we are under rowers, 1 Cor. 


4- 1- letus Row together that we may Row our Generation to Heaven 
let it be (aid of us as of Paul and I its, tha: we walls by the ſame Spirit, 
and tread in the ſame ſteps, 2 Cer. 12.158. if one be res Tudye, 
and let the Shu the bet, be ſob jedi to t 5, 1. Cor. 74. 33. 


t 


3. Take heed of \ggerig n e least Degree perſons. or 16 - 


Qtrineycongraey' g e pucicy of the Goſpel; every Chii- 

ſtian is to d and i} corfferd earneſily for the Faith once deligertd'te 

the Sdi-ts, Jade j. Bot we much more; the G oſpel is committed to , 

Goſpel truths ate committed to K preſerve and keep them 11 
5 A. 4 


* 


| 
E 
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God and for onr Generation, a Cor. 5. 19. yed we are in a [pecial manner 
ſ.e for the defence o/ the Goſpel, Pſal. 1. 15. we are Mac been, Ezek. 33.7. 
if a Centinel be ſurprized the whole Camp is jeoparded; Deceivers are 
ſubtle, our Generation many of them weak and untkilſul in the Word of 
Righteouſneſs; the Adverſary doth eſpecially aime at us. | 

4. Let us by all poſſible means cry down the evils and fins of our Ge- 
neration, ſparenone, Iſa. 58,7. let us not liſpe out a word willingly in 
favour of thoſe things that do undoubtedly expoſe beth us and our Ge- 


* Nexation to the diſpleaſure of Ged, the crying fins of New- England, 


Pride, Uncleamneſs, Drankenneſs, &c. let us cry them down with all 
our might, break down that which will elſe break down our Generation, 
we cannot do our Generation better Service, nor the God of our Geuera- 
tion then by bearing faithful wirneſs againſt whatſoever tends to the 
ruine of it. 

5. Laſtly, Let us net ſhrink from, nor in our work notwithſtanding all 
the hard meaſure we may meet with from our Generation, from whom 
we ar have expected better things, but let us go on in the Name and 
frengtb of God, and eye his Glory in all we do, and be will be with us, 
times face ſadly upon us, the beſt times for the Miniſtry ſeem to Be at an 
end in New-England, there is a Generation ſpringiah up that pretend to 
devotion, but a principal part of cheirdevetion lies in contradicting and 
blaſpheming the truths and Servants of God, like to the devout perſons 
ſppkenof, A. . 50. the Apoſtles of Chriſt ſuffered more from thoſe 
that were Superſtitiosſly devout, then from the Pagen Gentiles,|but let 
us pray for thoſe that prate agairſt us, bl:ſs MN the curſe ws, ſpeak 
truth to them that belye us, althongh we may be counted their Enemies 
for ſo doing, however our Generation carry to us, Met let us do all that in 


us lyes to bring them to Heaven, let us ſeek their good that ſeek our 
hurt, ſeek their Converfion, who ſeek our ſubverſion; let us rejoyee and 


beexceeding glad, thay we arc not under that woe of al men, that is, of all. 
forts of men /pe! ell of us, Luk. 6. 26. (which is not to be cxsc- 
cted except we #f h a temporizing Spirit as to ſpeak well of chem) 
but rather, that cke ſpeck evil of us falſely far Cbniſ Name and. Goſpel: 


ſake, for great will be our reward in Heaven, ſo perſo:ube#tbey the Prophets 
that went b. fore us. ver 22,23. 5 RL | 
5. To thoſe whom God and his people ſhall chdoſe td ft a tte Ste 
to rule this Juris aiction for this following year, I ſhall hombly preſent 
; | | you 


o 
* 


- 
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you, 1. With a feu words of Counſcl, and 2Jly. Seal ard bind them 
with an exciting incouraging ganctios, and ſo conclude. 

n General, Be exhorted, much Ho 0arcd in the Lord, to lock carefully 
to the promoting of Religion and Juic:, they are both your Charge; 
Religion and JIſtice are like the wo Pil. ar; of Sclowuns-porch, Jactin 
and Boaz, 2 Chron 3.17. Keep then up and they will keep up the Luilding ; 

And 1. Let Religion be firſt, and as lachm be ſet on the right hand, 
let it have the priority and preheminency upon your beats, and in 


you Adminiſtrations, it is the firſt and great Command, it is not un- 


ing a Chriſtian Magiſtrate to mind matters of Religion, but to 
neglect it. | | | | 
o provoke you hereunto, Conſider, 

1. Who it 1s that exalts you, who is your promoter ? it is God and 
Chrift, Pſal7 . 6,7. Electors are from the Eaſt and Weſt, &. but pro- 
motion is from God, he ſets you ap, Prov. 8. 15,6. By me Kings reign, 
Oc. Prov.16. uit. the whole diſpoſing of the lot is of the Lord, ſhall 
God cxalt you, is it not good Reaſen then that you ſhould exalt han! | 

2. God tag bis Name wpon you, Plal.$2 6. I have ſaid, ye are Gods, 
tet not him 
reſt of the God of Heaven. 9 55 

3. Ood is preſent in all your Courts of adicaturo, ha ſtands to overlook 
your Þ[al.# 2.1. to ſee what you ſay and do for him. 

4. God bath delivered the Cuftody of both Tables into your bang: as 
Magiſtrates, when God writ the two Tables of Fon a firſt and a ſecond 
time he delivered them inte the hands of Ado, he did not only deliver 
the Second, and diſcharge him of the Firft, but gave both, Exod ; J. eg. 
and 34-29. God did net lay to A ſes, ſee thou to matters between 
man and man, and 8 for matters re ſpecting my Intereſt, let them alone 
to me, but equ illy ebarge him with both. „„ 

5. Ged hath laid a Charge in 1be fon t) Cem andme u, as upn the 
Father and Maſer ſo upon the e e to ſce that the Sabbath be ob- 
ſerved, Lxad. 20. 10. the Stranger that js within thy gates, he muſt be 
lookt to that he prophanz aot the Sabbath, there is not the like Sandi 
on any Command of be Secoad Table. 

6. It was the Shirt 4d y alice f David and «ll the gord Kings of Ju« 
dah, to look isto and take care of matters of Religion, yea, this was the 
diſtipguiſhing Character between good and evil Rulers; the good Magi- 

B 3 1b [ares 


Called a God upon Earth that hath no reſpec to the Inte- 


— 


_— 
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ſtrates minded matters of Religion accoraing te Gods Inſtitution, yea, 
ſuch Kings as were not upright were ſaid, to 40 thai which was right in ſo 
doing, although net with 4 perfe it heart; yea, where any Kings are com- 
mended here comes in a But in their Commendatiens, namely, ithat the 
Higb places nere not reo, &c. 2 King.12-2,3. and 14. 3,4. and > 
3,4. and wir. 34,35. Bur mind the Example of good King Iofab, 
2 Chron:34 31,32,31. and the King made « Covenan: lefe e the Lord, to 
walk after he Lord, and to keep bis Commanament ;, &c. and be cauſed all 
that were p eſent in Jeruſulem and Benjamin to fand to it, &c. an lohiah 
took away all the 1bomination;, &c. and made ail tbat were preſent in Iirael 
to ſerve, even to ſerve the Lora tbeir Mod, and al his daies they departed 
not from following the Lord the Cod of their Fathers: doth feroboam the 
Son of Nebat make liracl te ſin, and ſhall not lo ab make Iſrael to ſerve © 
God! Let nathing therefore be wanting on your parts that may make 
your Iſrae / to ſerve the Lord, neither good Laws, nor faithful Executions 
of them, nor holy Examples, nor religious covenanting, ce. 

Obje#®. But ſome may ſay, this was in the ola Teſten ant, what have 
you m the Ny -· Teſtament either as to Precept or Fre ſident for it? Te 
this I Anſwer, ; 

1. As fora Precept, Confider two things. 

x. What have you againſt it, or ts Countermand it in the Neu- Teſta- 
ment) who durſt have aboliſhed the Ceremonial Las that was of force in 
the Old. Te ſtamem, if the Ner- Taſtam nt had not done it? 

2. What Prece;t have you in the New Teffament for the Magiſtrate 
to meddle in matters civil, to pnniſh I hee v, Lyars, Unclean perſons, 
Aſurderet* muſt you not go to the Old Teſlament for it? then why 
not alſo for their dealing in the matters of Religion ? but if you look into 
Rom 1 ; 3,4. yen will find the civil Magiſtrate is to be a Te: rour io evil 
deers, if thoſe that violate the firſt Table be evil doers, then the Magiſtrate 
is toſpuniſn them for it. 

24 As for Preſidest, Conſider al o two things, | 

1, The Times wherein the New-Tejtament was written were the 
Time piophe ſied of, wherein the Heathen ſhuuld rage, and the Kings and 
Auers of the Earth ſet themſelves againſt the Lord, as8 agar ſt bis 
' Angintcd, Pſal. 2 1,2,3. with Ad.4. 25, 26,27. but they had better 
counſ:| given them in the Conclaſion of the ſamc Pſalm, ver. 10, Cc. 

2. If you can any of you find mea Dayid, a Jeſiab, a Here kiab, a 

| | leboſhapbat, 


C - 
\ 
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Ieboſbaphat, a Nebem ab in thoſe New-Teffawent times, and I ſhall find 
that they did as much for God as they in the Otd, and I doubt not bat had 
Nero and Gallio, and others of that Temper lived in the 0:4 Teſtament 
tics, they would have done as little for God, and as much againſt him, 
as when they lived in theſe latter Times. | 
By way of Direction, — 

1. K ſs the Son, kiſs him heartily in reſpect of the diſpoſition ef your 
own Souls, kiſs his mouth, his hand, his foot, Kiſs him with à kiſs of . 
lection, Kils him with a Kiſs of Szbje&1on to all his Ord:nances, Kiſs 
him with a kifs of Adorat ion, Pſal. à 10, 11,12. it will be your wiſdom 
and honour ſo to do. | | 

2. Let the Churches of the Lord Jeſus find proteclion and patronage 
under the ſhadow of your wings, for tif ſake of the Church the world 
ſtands; the Prince: of Iſrael pitched their Standard at the Command of God, 
about the Tabernacle ef the Congregation to ſesurs it, Numb. 3. 2: Churches 
de now grew low, you have been brought forth and brought up ia the 
Churches of Chrift, take your Mother by the hand, that it may not be 
ſaid as Iſai. 5 1. 18. not any taketh ber by the band of all the Sons ſhe þ th 
ben gb up , Remember what is ſpokea of Kings, Iſai. 49.2 34. 

3. Speak comfortably to thoſe that teach the good known ledge of tbe Lord 
as Heretiab did, 2 Chron, 30. 22. let us haveyour faveurable and gra- 
cious aſpect (and les nothing be done by any of us te render us unworthy 
of it) a good Correſpondence between Magiſtracy and Miniſtry ceo- 
| duces much to! the good of eur Generation; Iſraels Redemption ow: of 
Egypt began when Meſes and Aaron met and kiſſed each other inthe 
Mount of God, Ex 54.4 17. Satan labours to male breaches between u.; 
our Adveiſities put us together and make us their Butts to ſhoot at. 
(Prieſts and Rulers) God puts us together, unites us in giving us t 
ſame Titles, Miniſters, Fath ers, Nurſes, E\ders, Shepherds, God leads bl. 
people like a fluck tothe promiſed Land by the band of eHoſe: and Aaren, 
Pſal. 77.20. m_ 

4. Let all the Ordinances of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt be precion: to yon, 
own all Chriſts Iaſtirutions inviſibly and viſibly, let not any of you be 
found among them that tu-n yeur backs upo1 any Ordinance of Chriſt 
Jeſus,0wn and love them heartily ſor God & your own ſoul: ſake, and vi- 
bly for your Generations ſake,you are Leader: if a Leader — 
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others will be too ready to follow yeu, let them be more dear to you .. 
tben your deareſt interett, they are Gods Al, Luk. 13.3 1. they have been 
Ner- England, All, N:w- Plimoutbs All, let them be your Al. 

3 Let Gods Sabbaths be of high and honourable account in your 
eyes, ; remember the fourth Commandment that doth concern you; let 
Sabbaths be prophaned farewel all Religion, be careful that neither 
through Idleneſs, Sloathſulneſs or Prophaneſs the Sabbaths of the Lord 
our God be polluted among us; they are queſtioned by many, denied by 
others, propnaned by others, Ob remember Nebemiab, and his cate 
upon this account, Chap. 1 z. 1 5---22, God threatens that « Land ſbal 
enjoy ber Sal bai bi if ibe Inhabitants tbereof negle## and prophane them, 
Lev. 26. 34, 35 it would be a dreadful thing te ſuffer the Sabbath to be 
prophancd in New-England, | 

6. Let no Plantation in this Juris diction (if it may with year care be 
poſſi ly prevented) be without a Teaching Miniſtry; ſech places will 
prove Nurſeries of [gnorance, Atbeiſm, Hereſie and Propbane(:: we 
read of three great wants in Iſrael that were cauſes of woe to them, 
ludg. 5.4.fudg. wit. ult. 1 Sam. 13. 19, 22 thete was no King, no Smith, 
no Sword nor Spear, and a fourth as bad or werſe then any, no Miniſtry, 
2 Cor. 15. 3. then tbey were without God, Eph. 2. 12. the more careleſs 
Children are of themſelves, the more care their Parents ſhould take 
for them. | 

7. Tollerate not things that ere intollerable, a boundleſs Toleration 
will be found at laſt an intollerable thing; fuck as differ only in Cir- 
cumſtantials, Controverſal pointe and are. quiet, peaceable, moderate, and 
eo not bu'y theniſ:lves in learning others, we may and maſ bear with 
them, Jbl. ;. 15,16, but when perſons etre in Fundamentals, deny Chriſt 
1455 the Word of God, Eternal Klection, &c. ſuck Hereſies and Heteticks 

ad need be ſuppreſſed. | 

2, Loot to I. ice and lud gement, this is a great Charge laid upon you 
by the ord; mind 1:hoſhaphbars charge, 2 Chron. 5 6, 4. Zech. b. 16. 
Execute tbe lud gem ent of truth and peace in jour gates. : 

1. In Criminals, be a terreur tec vil doers, Rom.13.3. let every fin be 
puniſhed with condigne puniſhment, let ſinr ers tre mble to ſtand before 
you, let em be hold your face as the face of God, ſay to the Fouls, dt 40 
not f. o h, and tothe M ickcd t not up the Horn, Pal. 75. 4, 5. a 
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puniſh effendets, as that Iſrae! way bear and fear aud do us more preſs 
tuou ſiy, Deut. . 13. 11. let not any ſin or iniquity live, much leſs flouciſ 


under you, and let. aet Crimes againſt [be fir it and great Como andma 


be accounted little Crimes. 

a. Is Civil, between man an man. 

1. Let faſtice be fanbfully diſtributed, your eye of favour and reſpe 
muſt be upon ibe Faithful, Pfal. 101.6. tbcrefore you muſt be faithtul in 
all your Adminiſtrations, put on Rig btesuſaeſi a: @ Robe and fuſtice as a 
Diadem, Job 29.14. take heed of ſhewing favour or aff. ction to any 
perſon in any Cale mere then the Caſe deſei ves, % nub r Fatber ner 
Hot ber, fifter nor brother, high nor low, friend nor for, this war Levies bleſ- 
ſing,Dent.33.9. you are Godr, repreient not an unjuſt God to the world, 

2, Labour in ſearching out Caſes that are difficult, Cod will be with 
you in it Job. 29. 16. it is your work. | 

3. Be not too ready to hear complaints, give not ear to any 
one party that may Prepoſſeſs you, as God ha th given you two 
dars, if you have one for the Complainant, reſerve the other for 
the Defendant, Judge no mans Caſe ſo much as in your breaſt, be- 
fore you hear bim and bis eAccuſers face to face, Act. 25.16. Joh. 7. 
51. Remember in Ziba Cale, how deeply bis Accuſation did fink 
into Dayids Spirit, that when honeſt A pbiboſheth came he could 
not have Juftice, as thoſe words ſeem to import, 2 Sam, 16. 1- 4. 
and 19, 25--2g. mind what God ſayes concerning Sodem, Gen. 18. 
20,21. | will go down, &c. which is for your Example. 

4. Look to Witneſſes, many do not. underſtand the mature of an 
Oath, do not fear an Qath, ſuch fh-u'd be ſolemnly warned; if 
Truth fal in the Streets equity cawnot enter, Iſai. 59. 14. if Witneſ- 
de centradiRing, it is good in ſuch a Calc that they ſtand together 
before the Lord and the Judges, and diligent inquiry is to be made, 
Deut. 9. 16, &c. 8 

S Look to efitourneys, the ſtating of Atturneys that are appro- 
ved for Faithſulseſs, it may in ſome reſpect be inconvenient, but 

the ſuppreſſing of ſuch as will for their own ends eſpouſe any Caſe 
right or wrong, and by their wits put a fair Cloak npon 2 foul Caſe, 
and create needleſs Suits, and be incendiarier in places, and main- 
tain Contention that a os ae maintais them, (uch as Cace 
08 


1 


15 
5 
= 


05g irate 
* 


| ( 18: ) 
not whe looſes, ſo they may pain, I ſay, to ſuppreſs. ſach will be 


of great uſe to the maintenance of Juſtice and Peace 


6. B. eyes to the blind and feet to the lame, an honeſt and juſt 
cauſe that is clestly ſo in your Conſciences, let it not fall in Judge- 
ment if you cap keep it up, Is. 29 . and ver. 12. defend tbe Fa- 
therleſ and Widow, and ſuch as have no helper, Plal. 8 2. 3.4, 

To Seal and bind up what hath been ſpoken. 

1. Conſider that awful word, Pſal. 82.6, 7. you are Gods, but 


' you ſhall aye like men, you ſit upon the Bench now, but you and we 


mu] tani at the Barre before the Tribunal of Chriſt, you are our 


Judges, but you your ſelves muſt be' judged, AQ. 24. 25. you are 


che Shields of the Earth, Pfal. 47.9 but you cannot Shield year ſelves 
from tbe aſſaults of Heaven. 

2 To encourage you, mind theſe few things. 

r. If you thus ſerve your Generation according to the will of God, you 
i herein follow the Exumples of your worthy Anceſtors and Pre- 
<eceffors that ate aſleep ww tbe Lord, | 

2, You will hereby prevent Gods Judgement agzinft us, you will 
erp off wrath from us, you will kinder his drawing forth the Sword of 
Taftice, le 5. l. God will not defiroy us, nor make ws deſolate, nor throw us 
vid af hin fight, be may chaRtew us but be will not deflroy as. 

3, You will be a bleffing te us, we ſhall bejbleſſed in yoo, Eccleſ, 100 
17. Ier. 31 2. the Lord diſt thee O babit ation of Iuſtice 
4, we ſhillbleſs God for you, and bleſs you in the Name of the Lord, 
and bleſs our felres im you, Pſal. 72. 1 1, 16. and we fhall make ro- 
queſts to God for you with joy. 

. God and his people will delight to improve you from time to time. 

6. You will lay down your heads Comfortably, go quietly to ſlecp, and 
you will dye lamented, # Chron, 16.14. we ſhall burn odours for you, 
yout Names will be embalmed and precious from Generation to Gene- 
ration; God will ſay to you, wel done good and faitbful Servants you have 
been faithſulin a little, & t. M 8th. 25, 20--23. Do worthily in our EN. 
gab, and be Famous in our Betblelem, Ruth 4.11. Be froug and deal very 
genf agiob ſiy, andthe Lord ſpal be with ib food, Chren, 19. wit. 
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